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At Secretary of State we’re concerned with peo- 
ple. Our programs and activities are aimed at pro- 
moting knowledge of our country and pride in its 
cultures, history and traditions. Our work touches 
almost everyone who lives in Canada: people pur- 
suing educational goals; desiring citizenship; peo- 
ple wishing to exercise their official language 
rights; striving to retain racial and cultural identi- 
ties in our multicultural society; people wishing to 
maintain and exercise their human rights and free- 
doms; young people wanting to broaden their 
knowledge of Canada; people in voluntary groups 
seeking to make a contribution to their community 
and their country. 


STATE CEREMONIAL 


Since 1868 Secretary of State has held responsi- 
bility for promoting understanding and awareness 
of Canada’s national symbols and for organizing 
state ceremonies. The department gives advice, 
assistance and information on such matters to 
provincial and territorial governments, to institu- 
tions and organizations as well as to the general 
public. 


NATIONAL SYMBOLS 


Every nation has its symbols. They serve to 
identify a people, to unite members of a group by 
appealing to their emotions, their sense of history, 
their deep human need to feel linked to previous 
generations and rooted in the land. Among Cana- 
dian national symbols are our arms and emblems, 
our flags and our national anthem. These symbols 
express, in striking imagery, the history, beliefs 
and aspirations of a people who inhabit a precise 
territory; they reflect its geographic characteristics, 
its flora and fauna. 

The official flag of New Brunswick, for exam- 
ple, displays an ancient sailing vessel in gold, 
symbolizing the ship-building which prospered in 
the early days of the province. The Latin motto, 
Spem reduxit, meaning ‘‘hope reborn,”’ reflects 
the renewed hope of the United Empire Loyalists 
who settled in the province after the 1783-85 
American War of Independence. Similarly, the 
green of Saskatchewan’s flag evokes its forests, 
while the gold symbolizes its fields of wheat. The 
red and white of the national flag, proclaimed 
February 15, 1965, are Canada’s official colors, 
decreed by King George V in 1921. They symbo- 
lize the contributions of the French and British 
nations, each of which used these colors as 
symbols at different times. 


On July 1, 1980, a proclamation signed by the 
Governor General of Canada proclaimed O Canada 
the national anthem. It had been adopted by 
Parliament on June 27, 1980. O Canada already 
had been sung for 100 years. It was composed 
and written in 1880 by Calixa Lavallée with 
words by Sir Adolphe-Basile Routhier. Over the 
years, O Canada inspired numerous English ver- 
sions, of which the most popular was that of 
Mr. Justice Robert Stanley Weir. It was adopted 
with some changes recommended in 1968 by a 
special joint committee of the Senate and House 
of Commons. The French lyrics remained 
unaltered. 

In the Department of the Secretary of State we 
publish and distribute information on the signifi- 
cance of national symbols, ensuring that regula- 
tions on the use and display of coats of arms and 
flags in Canada are observed. We also make 
Canadian flags available to Senators and Members 
of the House of Commons for distribution. 


NATIONAL CEREMONIES AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 


We plan and direct state ceremonies such as 
the proclamation of the Constitution Act, the in- 
stallation of a new Governor General, and state 
funerals, ensuring that proper protocol is followed. 

Each year, with the help of volunteer commit- 
tees, we plan a national celebration marking 
July 1, Canada Day. Our national day has been 
celebrated intermittently since 1868 with particular 
emphasis on the 50th anniversary of Confedera- 
tion in 1917, the 60th anniversary in 1927, and 
the Centennial in 1967. The formal annual cele- 
bration of July 1 began in Ottawa in 1968 with 
local parades and concerts. Its scope was broad- 
ened in 1977 to include Government of Canada 
assistance for activities in cities across Canada. 
Further changes occurred in 1980, when local 
celebrations were encouraged. Today, Canada Day 
celebrations occur in all parts of the country, a 
symbol of Canadian spirit, vitality and 
enthusiasm. 


We also participate in committees that organize 
centenary or bicentenary celebrations of the prov- 
inces. The department contributes financially to 
these and other national events. When appro- 
priate, we propose that commemorative coins or 

stamps be issued by the Royal Canadian Mint or 
the Post Office. 

We also help Canadians celebrate other impor- 
tant anniversaries in a memorable way. We pro- 
vide Buckingham Palace with the information that 
enables The Queen to send 10,000 messages 
annually to Canadians on their 100th birthday or 
60th wedding anniversary. 


THE ROYAL FAMILY 


The Department of the Secretary of State plays 
an important role in matters concerning the Royal 
Family in Canada. 

The department is responsible for organizing 
visits to Canada by Her Majesty The Queen and 
other members of the Royal Family. When provin- 
cial governments, municipalities or private organi- 
zations wish to send an invitation to members of 
the Royal Family, the Government Hospitality 
Committee studies the requests and forwards them 
for consideration. A small permanent group in the 
department coordinates the activities of the 
committee. 

After consideration, the Secretary of State 
makes recommendations to the Prime Minister on 
the number of royal visits to Canada to take place 
in a given year. The same departmental group 
collaborates with the provinces and departments 
concerned to ensure each visit is well organized. 

We prepare advice and recommendations of 
the Canadian government on all requests concern- 
ing royal patronage, the use of personal symbols 
of members of the Royal Family, and the use of 
the prefix ‘‘Royal’’ by organizations and institu- 
tions. This title may be granted to institutions at 
least 25 years old, in sound financial position, the 
aims of which are charitable, artistic or social. 

The department administers Government of 
Canada responsibilities for the lieutenant gover- 
nors, who represent The Queen in the provinces. 
The Parliament of Canada provides for their salaries 
and budgets, and we give them advice to help 
them fulfil their duties. 


How TO FIND OUT MORE 


If you would like to know more, we have several 
publications that might be of interest: 

The Arms, Flags and Emblems of Canada 
be purchased in bookstores where Government of 
Canada publications are sold or from the Govern- 
ment of Canada Publishing Centre, Supply and 
Services, Hull, P.O., Canada K1A 0S9. 


Free publications include: 


General Rules for Flying and Displaying the 
Canadian Flag and other Flags in Canada 


Table of Precedence for Canada 

Titles To Be Used in Canada 

O Canada (pamphlets and posters) 
These publications may be obtained from: 


Communications Branch 

Department of the Secretary of State 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OM5 

Telephone: (819) 997-0055 


For further enquiries, please contact: 


State Ceremonial 

Department of the Secretary of State 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OM5 

Telephone: (819) 994-1616 


© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1983 
Cat. No. S 31-3/1983 
ISBN 0-662-52369-5 
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